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THE UTTERANCES OF AMOS ARRANGED 
STROPHICALLY. 

I. JUDGMENTS UPON THE NATIONS, 1:3—2:5. 



By William R. Harper, 
The University of Chicago. 



In successive numbers of the Biblical World an effort will 
be made to present the poetic pieces of the prophet Amos in a 
form which will suggest their original strophic structure. 1 Those 
passages which may not be ascribed to Amos himself will be 
printed in italics. Changes and rearrangements of the text will 
be indicated in footnotes. No attempt will be made to give the 
reasons for such changes and rearrangements, since this would 
require too much space, and at the same time be a departure 
from the present purpose. The Revised Version is employed as 
a basis, but wherever a different rendering would give a better 
sense, it is adopted. 

Introduction — Amos 1 : i." 

The words of Amos 

Who was among the herdmen of Tekoa, 

Which he saw concerning Israel in the days of Uzziah, King of fudah, 

and in the days of Jeroboam, son of foash, King of Israel, 
Two years before the earthquake. 

The Text or Motto — ■ 1 : 2. 3 
[And he said] 

Yahweh roars from Zion, 

And utters his voice from Jerusalem ; 

' See the writer's " Suggestions concerning the Original Text and Structure of Amos 
I : 3—2 : 5," in The American Journal of Theology, Vol. I (1897), pp. 141-5. 

2 The introduction is prose and clearly from a later hand. 

3 The text or motto is a stanza of four lines in the movement of a trimeter, that is 
with three words (in the original) to each. line. 

86 
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And the pastures of the shepherds mourn, 
And the top of Carmel withers. 

Judgments upon Syria and Philistia — 1:3-5 ! 4 1 :6-8. s 

(1) Thus said Yahweh : 

For three transgressions of Damascus, 

Yea, for four, I will not revoke it, 

Because they have threshed with threshing instruments of iron 

Gilead. 

(2) And so I will send fire into the house of Hazael, 
And it shall devour the palaces of Benhadad, 
And I will break the bar of Damascus. 

(3) And I will cut off the inhabitant from the valley of Aven, 
And him that holds the scepter from the house of Eden, 
And the people of Syria shall go into captivity unto Kir, 
[Said Yahweh]. 6 

(1) Thus said Yahweh : 

For three transgressions of Gaza, 

Yea, for four, I will not revoke it, 

Because they carried captive an entire captivity, 

To deliver them up to Edom. 

(2) And so I will send fire on the wall of Gaza, 
And it shall devour her palaces, 

And I will turn my head against Ekron. 

(3) And I will cut off the inhabitant from Ashdod, 
And him that holds the scepter from Ashkelon, 
And the remnant of the Philistines shall perish, 
[Said the Lord Yahweh]. 6 

Judgments upon Ammon and Moab — 1 : 13-15;/ 2 : 1-3.® 

(1) Thus said Yahweh: 

For three transgressions of the children of Ammon, 

4 The change in 1:3-5 ' s '° connect and I will break the bar of Damascus with 
the strophe 2, instead of with strophe 3. 

5 The change in 1 : 6-8 is to transpose and I will turn my hand against Ekron. 

6 It will be seen that the two sections, as arranged, correspond exactly in lan- 
guage and in progress of thought. Each has three strophes of 5 + 3 + 3 lines. 
The trimeter movement prevails. In the Hebrew the similarity is even greater than 
it appears in the translation. 

'The change in 1 : 13-15 is to treat with a tempest in the day of whirlwind as a 
gloss. 

8 The change in 2:1-3 is twofold, viz., to read lasodh instead of lasidh 
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Yea, for four, I will not revoke it, 

Because they have ripped up the women with child of Gilead 

That they might enlarge their border. 

(2) And so I will kindle fire in the wall of Rabbah, 
And it shall devour her palaces 

With shouting in the day of battle. 

(3) And their king shall go into captivity, 
He and his princes together, 

Said Yahweh.' 

(1) Thus said Yahweh : 

For three transgressions of Moab, 

Yea, for four, I will not revoke it, 

Because they burned the bones of the king of Edom, 

Thus violating the dead, in return for desolation to Moab (?). 

(2) And so I will send fire against Moab, 
And it shall devour the palaces of Kirioth 
With shouting, with the sound of the trumpet. 

(3) And I will cut off the judge from the midst thereof 
And will slay all the princes thereof with him, 
Said Yahweh.' 

Judgments upon Tyre, Edom, and Judah 10 — 1:9, 10;" 1:11, 12; 12 
2:4, 5- 13 
( 1 ) Thus said Yahweh : 

For three transgressions of Tyre, 

Yea, for four, I will not revoke it, 

Because they delivered up an entire captivity to Edom, 

And did not remember the covenant of brethren. 

{into lime), and to transpose the line Moab shall die with tumult, and change its trans- 
lation as given above. 

'It will be seen that these two sections, as thus arranged, correspond exactly. 
Each has three strophes of 5 + 3 -(- 3 lines. The trimeter movement prevails as 
before. 

10 For the evidence that these three sections are of later date see The American 
fournal of Theology, Vol. I, No. I, pp. 140-45. 

" No change is made ; for this is the original type of the shorter section. 

"Three changes have been made : (1) Omission of the gloss, and did cast off all 
pity (1 : 11); (2) omission of the gloss, and he kept his wrath forever (1 : 11) ; (3) 
change of aitJIT to *\ffir\ (1 : n). 

13 One change is made : The omission of the gloss, and their lies have caused them 
to err after which their fathers did walk (2 : 4). 
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(2) And so I will send fire against the wall of Tyre, 
And it shall devour the palaces thereof. }* 

(1) Thus said Yahweh : 

For three transgressions of Edom, 

Yea, for four, I will not revoke it, 

Because he pursued his brother with the sword, 

And preserved his anger perpetually . 

(2) And so I will send fire against Teman, 
And it shall devour the palaces ofBozrah. 14 

(1) Thus said Yahweh : 

For three transgressions of fudah, 

Yea, for four, I will not revoke it, 

Because they have rejected the law of Yahweh 

And have not kept his statutes. 

(2) And so I will send fire against Judah, 

And it shall devour the palaces of ferusaletn. 1 * 

It is apparent that the writer has it in mind to treat his subject 
poetically. The monotonous repetitions are one element in the 
poetic art, for the harshness, the severity, and the certainty of 
the doom are thus pictured. The variation in type, strangely 
enough, distinguishes the real words of Amos from the words 
which a later prophet adds in the same spirit. Hebrew poetry 
does not furnish many poetic efforts of the character. We are, 
of course, reminded of the numerical proverbs (Prov., chap. 
30). 

14 These three sections stand together and differ radically from the first four. 
Str. 1, in each case, includes as before (1) the divine authority, (2) the use of the sym- 
bolical numbers, (3) the general change, (4) the specific change ; str. 2, in each case, 
(1) has two lines instead of three, (2) predicts destruction by fire, (3) corresponds to 
lines 1 and I of str. 2 of the four preceding sections. 



